iso         THE FUTURE OF EUROPE
men, from whom their authority derives,
will tolerate no leader prepared to accept the
least encroachment on national sovereignty,
or willing to expose some sheltered in-
dustry to freer competition for the benefit
of world trade as a whole. The autocratic
ruler is hampered by no such obstacles as
that. He can act as he chooses. But in
actual fact, to retain his power, he is usually
compelled to be so intensely nationalistic
that he will rarely be disposed to consider
any interests but his own country's.
But since the authority of the Church in
temporal matters has decayed there is no
enduring sanction for government but the
people's will. Democracy means the in-
vestiture of the people with power, or rather
the assertion by the people of the power
inherent in it. That power, once realised,
will not be renounced, in spite of the tem-
porary and limited emergence of autocracy,
as lately in Spain and still in Italy. And
Fascism, in the course of its evolution, may
yet prove to be compatible with democracy.
In Europe to-day, therefore, democracy,
for lack of any other effective alternative
to take its place, and because it responds to
the people s instinctive sense of right and
justice, promises to endure. The task of